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gﬁ,;;Dodd Ford and Anderson.

e jxgommltteelgraff Sus-—Edwaxdss Christine Groden, Robert Groden,'

AEXECUTIVE—SES: S-I-@ N,_.,

Comml’fed o
( BUSENESS MEETING

fPreSent:

Representatives Downing; (pre51d1ng), Dev1ne,

%@Gonzalez, McKlnney, Preyer, Thone Stokes,: Fauntroy, Burke,'ﬁ

e Also present- Rlchard A, Sprague, yﬁlef ﬂbunsel and

5 kﬁlrector Kenneth Brootenp/ﬁounsel Donovan L° Gay,lghlef {f

f)éesearcher- Richard Feeney, Billie Gay Larson, Rebecca Martln,

”‘_o“ultants~ Gall Beagle, Bruce Gw1nn, Percy Harvey, Joe

f?McGee, Vlel Peckham #dmlnlstratlvelﬁ%31stants, Peter D

ishfve B

'?,?fQuentln L. Burgess, ?%aff/K551stant and W1111am Brlggs,_:fﬁ

'3.f§staff ﬂember. ~ y ,”~ueﬂT
P Gus Educyspecil o551

QLLennon, Robert H. Maloney, Henry Sprlng,/ze%@i/ﬂs51stants,,.,;a'
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97 Chairman. Downlng. For the purposes of the'réC6fdsJI'f

'would like each person. in the room to identify themselves

w1th their title.

Mr°

f}office.

) = Mr £l

b””VEbefice;'

: MS o

o Mps,

S Mr.

‘4:: Mr .

. Mr.

'ths;

Ms.

Mr.

o Mr.
Mr.

Ms.

Mr.,

. Mr.

Chairman Downing.

. M.

Burgess.
Maloney.
Beagle.

Martin.

Gay.

Sprague.

Feeney. .

‘Peckham.

Larson.
Lennon.
McGee.

épring°
Groden. -

Groden.

Briggs.

se551on w111 be a presentatlon by Mr. Sprague.»*%7'5'F :

Sprague.

ﬁommlttee.

DonoVan L, Gay,

Quentin Burgess. I am with Mrs.;BurkéfS""

Robert Maloney. Congressmén"sﬁokéstf.
Gail Beagle, Congressman Gonzdlez's office,f;
-Rebecca Martin, with the cqmmitteé%staff{‘f'
committee staff. -

Richard A.

Sprague, chief counsel}ixjvi”

Richard Feeney, committee Staff¢7fzﬂjwl

. Vicki Peckham, Mr. Thone's offiee{rﬂdf“f

Billie Gay Larson,

committee;staffi¥

Dodd's

staff

Peter Lennon, Mr.

Joe McGee, Mr. McKinney' staff

Henry Sprlng, Mr., McKlnney s offlce,‘gJ'"
Christine Groden, consultant,
Robert Groden, consultant.

"William Briggs, CongressmaﬁlFaQﬁtf6st’staff;

The first item on'thefeﬁeeutiveiY;éit:

Mr. Cnalrman and members of tne S%lect

I would like to take up what has been done up to thlsr“gf7 .
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”“ulformerly occupied by Congress, Talcott,

'7y?hére:now; so if you will just desist for the moment;

 point, what analysis has been made by the’staff with':eéa;dj
to what the needs'are of staff in the directionvof-thefi:
investigation. vSuffice to say that in being asked‘toi;j{” 
become chief connSelfand director of this investigatien;i-
ﬁiI have entered upon those dutles with a number.of‘assnmétlons;'
‘iThe flrst assumption is that it 1s the 1ntent of theMCondress;
ﬁélnepa551ng the resolutlon on the 1nvest1gatlon;ef,the;twox;‘"f‘
'[5aeea551nat10ns of Dr. King and President Kennedy; teheeeh
";ftnat the 1nvest1gatdons are done in a thorough ptofeselenal

“ ‘ has it oudnth

ifmanner, the kind of manner that can w1thstand

. to, any searching analysis as to what has been done on a f'

;:ﬂiday by day basis.

i? W1th that 1n mind, I have also accepted the ba51c

f,assumptlon that since one of the reasons that\theSedﬁiy f~,‘

£ o . : . 2
investigations have come to pass is that A7

- chairman Downing° ‘Let me interrupt, MrQ"Sprague}:gf'

J7~} thn Anderson has been app01nted to £ill in the vacancy’
oS/ 100 d

Ry Y- 7 : AN )
and he 15’on,hls;way

and

ﬂfwe will wait for Mr. Anderson.

~[.ihbrt recess j

Chairman Downing.

‘The committee will againjeemeate;f;
;ioraeni
I have a letter here from Mr. John J.’thdés};minorityfhghhfﬂ

”;léader,“addreSSed to the Speaker: "As a»resultiefwthgi*ffﬁ“

Hnm 5




resignation of.the Ho%geabie Burt L. Talcott for the

Select Committee on Assassinations, I now make the apéointﬁent'

of the Honorable John B. Anderson." |

. %7Mr. Anderson, welcome aboard. This committee is veryt'
v'grateful to have your talents.

Mr. Anderson. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.. ‘-
= e ——— " W B

-

- Mr. Harvey. Percy Harvey from Mr. Harolvaordfsyst;fﬁi
- Chairman Downing. John, Mr. Sprague iS‘just;begihning}f*f

|| his presentation.

A fAllvright, Mr. S_prague°
‘Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, if I may, I will just

~start from the beglnnlng.

x”As I was stating, upon taking this position as chlef
counsel and dlrector, I have taken it with a number'of.l
assumptlons which I think I ought to state‘prellmlnarlly.,
xwinne.ls that the Congress of the United States, in oassrng
rithe resolutlon for the Select Commlttee on Assass1natrons,u
‘ilntends that there be a thorough, hopefully deflnltlve ,7”‘ 

ilnvestlgatlon with regard to each of the assassinations;ft

Martin Luther King and President Kennedy.
- ~ o
Second&y, I have made an assumption that one of the

’fﬂ,freasons that these 1nvest1gat10ns have come 1nto belng 1s

fthat questions have arisen, crltlclsm has arlsen, w1th
rfj;eregard to prior 1nvestlgat10ns, the extent to Wthh other
;‘ﬁagenc1es of government partlcularly the/ﬁxecutlve,Branch

;of government part1c1pated in those prev;ousglnvestlgatlons;Q*ffQ

b ut!I d: 3 22 il




information, or did certain acts that perhaps indidatéQ’
investigation.

XiLﬁsoior not. I want to say to this commitéee,thaﬁfI hgyé;F3
no ‘59“"1‘1510“5' I have not the slightest opvin;.i.ohﬂr_"} Wlth

| regard to either death, with regard to any wrongdoing by
,iShY‘égencies'of govgrnment, with regard to aﬁyviﬁéécgf;éiéé;
.,i”iQiéﬁ fegard to wﬁat haé been developed in the‘pa;t;;;iiﬁéké: 
;ﬁﬁe‘fungtion now to:be to thoroughly investigate ané;;;f;
<fflascéf£ain'what is the evidenée, indicating who in fa¢;i N

were the participants in either of the assassinations. ' -

.~ earlier?

‘gfﬁthere;may have been participation hueach.ofvtheféséaSSinétioﬁs
by more than one person, and whether or not any agenéiéé;if
. of government have impeded attempts to asCertainvthefén§Wers';\

' to those questions before?

- it that this Congress would not, in authoriZiﬁg ﬁhisﬂ
7:f"investigation, have as its investigators the égeﬁcies'bffijii
.l the Federal Government that perhaps might'bg?pa;tfofjﬁhéif;;fxﬂ

|l ~area to be investigated. By that, to be specifig;%itf5e§ﬁ3[7if

Do EIﬂ3225531~5 " P

o ‘ 5

and the extent to which those other agencies withheld
destruction of documents affectihg the results of the’ixi' .

: G? I am not :stating, saying whether thdse‘thingsiéréi;n:'f

Is there any additional evidence that was n@t:kqQangJ

n“f >in‘addition, is there any evidence indicating that' . =

With that again being an assumption on'inpa?t};ifﬁaﬁgf,f-
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‘h‘fand review, which points out to some extent really the

. to me that what has to be for this investigation«to be$xdy

thorough, at least attempt to be definitive, is an 1ndependent

1nvestlgat1ve staff of the Congress, not beholden to any

,other agency of government. Agaln that is one of the
;_assumptions that.I have made in analyzing what}hasﬁto,he:_a
miﬁdone, and making a determination to recommend~tosyou?astim5'
ﬁlto what kind of staff is necessary for- th1s 1nvest1§at1on@§
‘;EI am not statlng whether or not the Congress”was awate'as ltf?T
f;to what really is 1nvolved in the 1nvest1gat10n ot twoii”&n
’fhomI01des; two deathso It is not somethlng that you’do w1thn -

| rhthree 1nvest1gators and two file clerks.

A’Upon taking this assignment I have 1nst1tuted a number -

;fof measures, and have taken certain actlons up to thls

wﬁ§01nt, one of which was‘to be in touch with agenoles of (fi"
v:the/ﬂkecutlve/éranch of government, the CIA, the Department‘
\;;of Justlce, who spoke in behalf of that deoartment and the L

:'*;fFBI _to 1n1t1ate requests for access to materlal in- thelr

3gpossesslon. Sufflce to say that the 1nd1cat10ns up”to,thisk
'i“»ff§01nt have been that of full cooperatlon, and I mlght say

‘that in speaklng to the representative: from. the CIA he,i;f:‘
‘advised me that Just at the initiation of our/lnvestIéatlon,

?5the CIA has some 64 cartons of documents for examlnatlon ﬂ

z';51ze of the task that is being undertaken here, becauseAbsjzf,f:77

Jency

¢7,£we are deallng there with just one tmaweh of tne #Xecutlve R &




'/ﬁranch of government in terms of a mass of materials;lx

S?In order to investigate, it seems to me that théré}gx;
.hmust be‘a review made as to what has been done up untji th;e”
) ‘fi do not see how, in looking and deciding'the'direotiohs,h

”, to go, there can be any 1ntelllgent approach W1thout flndlng

"out‘wnat has been done, analysmgL@i it, determlnaﬁiam 1n
' 'n

what' more. ° rc’e r Z‘o

bh@ae areas wi=® needs to be done,

be able to make'a determinationﬁwhatfelse}hangiff

;}?}toube'doneo

hEabh-of you has before you a book in which we]haqéi§;*

l}%hlaidlout an approach in each of these two cases. Thé{}:ith

15 iquestion I think was raised as to why should wehprooeedgontj

T;ﬂtboth.matters, the two assassinations at'the:same:time?ah‘.:%1*

With regard to that question, let me respond as follows: |

I tnlnk 1t important that we proceed 51multaneously, for e

the ‘reason tnat, as I look at it, as a hom;o;de(anestlgatogff

ﬁ prosecutor, we are being called to the scene*of‘two?homiéidesiw

ffreally 13 years later and 8 years later. I do not thlnk

it is in the interests of this Congress, 1f 1t means what

+it said,

|l  Congress

For

" at-least

investigating the matters thoroughly,:that th?,[:”ﬁ'
ought to be part of any further delay.

example, it has come to ny attentlon that 51nce fr

the resolution on which this committeefiéfpresentlyﬁ,fff.

'whére as passed by the Congress, that adthotities;iﬁfTennesseefj'”

;yhave*destroyed some documents relating tovthe;SﬁrVéillahcej;qﬁ-ef
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v-‘he 1nvestlgat1ve team, because what happens, and I speak

'Hfrom experlence here, the areas of 1nqu1ry, the people j,

;:who are belng subject to the 1nvestlgat10n,

ﬂ'f;conclu51on of the 1nvest1gat10n, I think 1t would be a

i;t1n££>l} we were to proceed, for example, 1n the Klng

wy??PPéd up, so we could get on Kennednﬁ};;*“‘”;“

8

Al on . Dr. King. If that be so, and I have sent an investigative'
5}team‘dbwn to Memphis, it emphasizes the fact that any delay
|| on either one of these investigations is not really in the

fﬂinterests of the Congress to do a thorough]job,

nvgyihere is another reason. As again an’ 1nvest1gator

<.§fand homicide prosecutor, to me one of the essentlalsyln”a
%ithofough 1nvest1gat10n is not to have a\tlme.llnltatlon::fi
fuThls is a dlfferent spec1es’of animal than the‘Conéreég B
;fwantlné to have say the unemployment statlst;éslln;M1Chi§a£;;'

:laiweek'from Thursday and you can get it. You canndtfin*thisﬂf

"f ;uaéea>Say wrap up that matter by zé; months from today.i Once

.ffyou ‘put- a- limitation, a time barrier, that is destructlve of "

ﬁZlme llmltatlon as a point where thney know- that 1f they get
a delay, if they get lost for a while, 1f they t1e you up 1n‘€,-

v‘f;court for a while, they can really end up preventlng the

|l mistake, and again my main assumptlon is that What 15
zhlntEnded here is to do a thorough job, PrOfGSSiona1 jOb

7Edef1n1t1ve as can be, to start imposing some.. barrler of

l{3553551nat10n first, there would be a great.PUSh~tQ;get that.f;“




‘7we°were to be proceeding on Kennedy,

a % oint A
?}iMaybe I am not that good an 1nvest1gator._

ffable“to‘do that.

- government, the 1ntegr1tyaof OfflClalS.

7;to be w1lllng to be patlent and thorough°
ﬂﬁwhéther a street,
Ld"~ﬁ;endy whether it is in fact not relevant untll I go

:Jthat street.
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there would’nonetheléSs,.

U be a push to get that wrapped up, to be proceeding on Kln%:;
aéﬁ& I think that that kind of pressure ougnt not to ex1st
fﬁthat agaln in our main thesis of doing 1t thoroughly, we' -

.v?QOught to be w1111ng to do them both.

g?Now what do I mean when I say "thoroughly"'> I am aware.

'{;offPerry Mason on»TV,=and the appearance that‘you-startf%ﬁif

Vand you go t V{01nt 7 and it is a nlce path

‘Iﬂhajegnever been;E’

© I think a great number of questiOnsfhave’ariSénliQi:i’

'unfortunately make the publlc question the 1ntegr1ty of

Questlons have beenl~

*ﬂ;raised on each of these:cases going into,the_thoroughnessﬂgv

f the 1nvestlgat10n,i:For my part, as'your:ohiefJCOunée17§ff2'

f,and dlrector, I feel that 1t is necessary in the 1nvest1gat10n

I neVer;cathel;jp
an avenue of anﬂlnvestlgationjis aldeadévu'

down

- What I think is required when we talk aboutJa.thoronéhfﬂh

)l investigation is a willingness to take up thé]areaéfof“’“’

,;tangential materiality, to be willing to'éifdomﬁfthoseﬂfhref

‘K-vfwfoadsj.make a determination when we get_downfther%@’yes,lf[f;_:‘"







